
AALL is
Energizing,
Exploring, and
Evolving 

Our 100th Annual Meeting in New
Orleans truly lived up to its theme of Rise
to the Challenge! From the excellent opening
keynote address to the Closing Banquet’s
spectacular Mardi Gras-style parade,
members were treated to a wealth of
outstanding programs and networking
opportunities. Many members also helped
with the recovery of our host city by
participating in service projects; donating
books, cash, or gift cards to the Recovery
School District; or purchasing fleur-de-lis
pins to benefit the New Orleans Public
Library. Many thanks to the Annual
Meeting Local Advisory and Program
Committees, the Headquarters staff, and
Past President Sally Holterhoff for working
so hard to make this historic Meeting
memorable. 

2008 Annual Meeting
Our 101st Annual Meeting promises to be
memorable as well. Plans are well underway
for 2008 in Portland, Oregon, where the
theme will be Energize * Explore * Evolve!
The Annual Meeting will provide us with
opportunities to energize ourselves and our
careers by meeting new people; learning
about trends in our profession; and trying
out new roles in a committee, caucus, or
special interest section (SIS). In Portland,
you can explore a variety of programs,
including a new 45-minute time slot. Our
Annual Meeting programs, networking, and
exhibits will give us the tools we need to
cope with the constant changes in our
profession and evolve to meet them.

Our host city is the ideal place for 
us to Energize * Explore * Evolve! Portland is
a national leader in energy conservation and
environmental friendliness, so you can be
energized by its clean air and refreshed by
its rivers, mountains, and trees, and, like
Lewis and Clark or pioneers on the Oregon
Trail, you can explore this beautiful part of
our country. Portland has already evolved
beyond most cities in its development of
sustainable systems and will provide the
perfect environment for us to evolve as law
librarians. Please make plans now to join 
us in Portland.

Focus on the Future
Energize * Explore * Evolve! 

will be our focus not just for
Portland, but throughout the

year ahead. AALL is now reaching
the mid-point of its 2005-2010

Strategic Directions of leadership,
education, and advocacy. The last few years
we have made great progress in education,
with development of our new Continuing
Professional Education Committee and
grants program, and in advocacy, with
AALL leading the way in encouraging
government organizations to address
authentication and permanent public access
of legal information. 

Therefore a particular focus this year
will be on leadership and the future—
energizing our profession and our
Association through recruiting and training
tomorrow’s leaders, exploring ways to more
fully involve all our members, and helping
law librarians develop the skills they need 
to evolve into leadership positions both in
AALL and in their own organizations.

I have appointed three special
committees to help move us forward on
recruitment, involvement, and leadership
skills.

Developing Law Librarians for the
Future Special Committee. We need 
to ensure that there are well-trained law
librarians ready to move into the positions
that will eventually be vacated by the baby
boomers. AALL has several committees that
deal with various aspects of recruiting and
developing new members, but of necessity
their focus is on the limited time periods 
of their terms. 

This two-year special committee,
chaired by Susan Lewis-Somers, is charged
with developing a comprehensive, long-
range program to be sure that the best and
the brightest learn about law librarianship 
as a career option, that they receive the
education they need, that they find help in
locating jobs, and that they are mentored
throughout the formative years of their
careers.  

The special committee will work closely
with other member-related committees,
especially the Recruitment, Mentoring, and
Membership and Retention Committees,
whose chairs will serve as ex officio
members. 

Involving ALL Our Members Special
Committee. AALL’s Strategic Directions
vision states that AALL is “the national
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professional organization for all law
librarians and those who support the field
of law librarianship,” yet many members
find that they are unable to fully
participate due to lack of employer support
or a perceived lack of programs and
activities that meet their needs. 

Co-Chairs Christine Graesser and
Catherine Lemann and their committee
will explore what barriers may exist to 
full participation by under-represented
segments of the membership and how
AALL might help members overcome
them. It will consider and recommend
ways for members who do not attend the
Annual Meeting to actively participate.
And finally, it will review how Annual
Meeting and continuing educational
programming can best meet the needs 
of all segments of our membership.

Leadership Development Special
Committee. Periodically AALL has
sponsored various leadership training
programs, but to fully support the
“leadership” strategic direction, we 
must ensure that leadership training
opportunities are made available on a
continuing basis. Therefore, Chair Judy
Meadows and the special committee will
recommend the structure, timing, format,
selection criteria, and funding needed to
provide for an annual AALL leadership
development program. 

They will plan the first annual
leadership program for spring 2008 (or as
soon as possible thereafter) and recommend
ways that AALL can identify and develop
potential leaders, keep track of information
about them, and make this information
accessible to Nominations and
Appointments Committees, officers, or
others who may need to identify leaders.

Other Areas of Emphasis. I will
pursue efforts to improve communications
with vendors, as well as communication
between the Executive Board and our
membership about vendor relations. I also
hope to find a way for AALL to take a
leadership role in addressing the problem
of disappearing URLs in court decisions
and other primary legal materials.

Advancing the Future by 
Building on the Past
Every AALL president is part of a
continuum, so it is vitally important that
the work begun one year continues into 
the next. Therefore, I will seek ways to

(continued on page 9)
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Washington Affairs Representative
Oakley reported on his recent activities. 
He has been busy with the World
Intellectual Property Organization and
copyright reforms that are being demanded
by developing nations. Associate
Washington Affairs Representative Baish
reported on her ongoing efforts to gain 
free access to PACER for law library
depositories, support for Environmental
Protection Agency libraries (some of which
have been closed), and the selection of
AALL member Tory Trotta to the Federal
Depository Library Council.    

Business Meeting
With the newly shortened Annual Meeting
format, there was only time for one Business
Meeting, instead of the previous two
meetings. A moment of silence was observed
in memory of the deaths of members and
friends of the Association during the past
year, which included: Cynthia Aninao, Viola
Bird, Suzanne Borenstein, Shelly Clement,
Richard Dahl, Dennis Dilno, Michel
Falkow, Susan Kendrick, Helen Lawless,
Joyce Malden, Bethany Ochal, Carol Jane
Parris, Sara Robbins, Tom Steele, and Alice
Steinmetz.

Greetings were received from a number
of international library organizations,
including Anne Matthewman, president of
the Canadian Association of Law Libraries;
Roger Cook, chair of the British and Irish
Association of Law Librarians; and Jules
Winterton, president of the International
Association of Law Libraries.

Holterhoff gave Presidential Certificates
of Appreciation to the following people and
organizations:

• Tim Coggins for his crucial role 
in turning the idea of a National
Authentication Summit into a reality
and for his longtime and dedicated
service in numerous capacities to 
the Association and the law library
profession

• Keith Ann Stiverson for her
significant role in the National
Authentication Summit and her long-
standing commitment to information
policy issues on behalf of the
Association and the profession

• Mary Alice Baish for her tireless
efforts in editing the State-by-State
Authentication Report, her crucial role
in bringing the National Authen -
tication Summit from an idea to a
reality, and the unfailing dedication
and consummate skill she brings to
advocacy work on behalf of AALL 

• Pam Reisinger for her skillful and
diplomatic handling of the logistical
arrangements for the 2007 AALL
National Authentication Summit and
for her service as staff representative
on the Executive Director Search
Special Committee

• Susan Siebers for her important role
and dedicated service as chair of the
2007 AALL Executive Director Search
Special Committee

• Frank Houdek for his 13 years of
dedicated and exemplary service as
editor of Law Library Journal: 1994 
to 2007

• Paul Healey for his service as AALL
Spectrum editorial director: 2001 
to 2007 (Healey was not in New
Orleans. He will receive the certificate
at a later date).

In addition to the certificates,
Holterhoff awarded an honorary
membership in AALL to Steve Ligda in
recognition of his exceptional contributions
and loyal service to the Association.
Holterhoff delivered her President’s Report
describing her many activities during her
presidential year.  

Vice President Fessenden presented her
plans for her presidential year in her Vice-
President’s Report, including her theme for
AALL’s 101st Annual Meeting to be held 
in Portland, Oregon: Energize * Explore *
Evolve. The reports of Treasurer Janto,
Washington Affairs Representative Oakley,
and Interim Executive Director Ligda were
available as handouts only and were not
delivered in person due to the shortened
Business Meeting.

One resolution was introduced during
the New Business portion of the meeting 
by Catherine Lemann. The resolution, titled
“Resolution of Appreciation,” thanked 
all who made the New Orleans Annual
Meeting such a great success, including a
special thanks to all attendees for visiting
New Orleans and contributing to its
recovery post-Katrina.   

A transcript of the proceedings of the
Business Meeting will be printed in a
forthcoming issue of Law Library Journal.
This transcript will contain full reports 
of the president, vice president, treasurer,
interim executive director, and Washington
affairs representative.  

I look forward to continuing to serve as
your secretary for the next year. If you have
questions about the July 2007 Business
Meeting, please contact me or any Executive
Board member. ■

from the president— continued from page 4

continue the partnerships and progress
begun by the Authentication Summit 
and the Special Committee on Pro Bono
Partnerships. Grants for continuing
professional education have been funded
and will continue, and, thanks to your
energy and creativity, another exciting array
of innovative programs can be anticipated.
The final report and recommendations of
the Special Committee on Committee
Structure is expected in the fall, so the
Executive Board and the staff will develop
plans for implementation.

I also look forward to working with our
new Executive Director Kate Hagan and 
the Headquarters staff on improvements to
AALLNET functionality, currency, and
archiving.

But most of all, I look forward to
working with all of you—our members—
for I realize that it is only through your
dedication and contributions that we can
accomplish our goals. I am deeply honored
to have the opportunity to serve as your
president, and I look forward with great
anticipation to the year ahead. ■

and helping us host the AALL National
Summit on Authentic Legal Information in
the Digital Age and many conference events
was invaluable. We wish her well in her
future endeavors. ■

Mary Alice Baish, associate Washington
affairs representative, Edward B. Williams
Law Library, 111 G Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20001-1417  202/662-9200 • Fax:
202/662-4059 • E-mail: Baish@law.
georgetown.edu • www.ll.georgetown.edu/
aallwash.
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