


Roman aristocrats of Caesar’s time
lacked the “gravitas” of earlier times, 
when they commanded the respect and
admiration of the public. But the reign of
Caesar seems to be the period in Roman
history that is filmed the most, giving us a
decidedly unbalanced view of the Roman
Republic. 

Rome operated as a
triad of political bodies,
with a Magistry,
Assemblies, and Senate,
somewhat akin to our
executive, legislative,
and judicial bodies in
the United States. I was
interested to learn that
while the Senate was
composed of learned
Roman aristocrats who
wielded much political
power, the Senate itself
could not pass laws. It
did, however, appoint
citizens to political posts
and controlled foreign policy. Caesar stood
outside Senate control because he had built
up his own army.  

Several Scenes from Rome
We were treated to several clips from the
Rome series, followed by lively discussion

between each clip by Kehoe and Vetter.
Mark Antony is shown running for the
Tribune of Plebes (“People’s Tribune”), a
position that would allow him to veto any
legislation that his ally Caesar did not like.
Later we see Antony vetoing a Senate
proposal to force Caesar to put down his

army and become a
citizen. We also see
Caesar pressuring a 
local man to run 
for a neighborhood
magistrate position. 
The man demurs at
first, but Caesar cannot
be refused. He assures
the man that he has
become dictator quite
legally! (And in fact, the
position of dictator had
previously been used in
Rome as an emergency
position lasting six
months. The trouble
begins when Caesar

names himself dictator for life.)  
For me, the most interesting clip was

the murder trial of legionnaire Titus Pullo.
Before the trial, Pullo is taken to a market
where a great effort is made to hire an
advocate, or “case pleader,” for him. But 
a full bag of coins can’t tempt the better

advocates. Finally a sheepish and tongue-
tied advocate steps forward and accepts 
the job.   

Pullo, as we soon see, doesn’t stand a
chance. The advocates were the trial lawyers
of Rome and paid to talk. They differed
from the jurists, who never went to trial
and focused solely on property and contract
law. Jurists were well respected men of
property who never charged for their
advice. Unfortunately, criminal law was
undeveloped, much to Pullo’s loss.  

The session concluded with a clip from
a videotaped lecture given by a University
of California-Los Angeles instructor. Vetter
uses this video in his classroom because of
the images of Roman art that intersperse
the lecture, something that he can’t easily
show.   

This program, with its entertaining use
of media, captured my imagination and
made me enthusiastic about the subject. 
If I had not been an advocate for the use 
of audiovisuals in the classroom before, 
I certainly was after this presentation. 
Many thanks to Ray, Kehoe, and Vetter for
making a bit of Roman law come alive for
me.  ■

Betsy Chessler (bchessler@mofo.com) is a
senior associate librarian at Morrison Foerster
LLP in San Diego. 

For More Information

Purchase an audio recording 
of this session online at
www.aallnet.org/products/
products_educational.asp.
(SKU 07AALL/CD-D6; $11)

Download a free handout from
Professor Dennis Kehoe’s
presentation online at
http://programmaterials.
aallnet.org. 

making rome come to life— continued from page 34

quartet entertained the crowd with
traditional jazz songs, like “Hello, Dolly.”  

New to this year’s symposium were a
half-time break that allowed participants
time to discuss what they had learned thus
far and the presentation of the Minority
Leadership Development Award. The
symposium was the perfect place to
acknowledge the contributions of an up-
and-coming leader in law librarianship, like
Dennis Kim-Prieto, reference librarian at
Rutgers University Law School Library in
Newark, New Jersey. ■

Lauren M. Collins (collins@law.duke.
edu) is reference librarian at Duke University
School of Law Library in Durham, North
Carolina.
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